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On March 10, Salvadorans went to the polls to elect 84 national legislators, mayors and town
council members for 262 municipalities, and 20 deputies to the future Central American parliament.
Parties participating in the elections included the Nationalist Democratic Union (UDN), the
Christian Democrat Party (PDC), the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA), and the Democratic
Convergence coalition. About 300 foreign observers were on hand to monitor the elections,
including 160 from the Organization of American States (OAS). March 6: Opposition political parties
called for emergency measures to allow voters who had not yet received voter identification cards
to participate in the elections. According to a recent report by the Organization of American States
(OAS), up to 500,000 eligible voters were not registered, or did not have ID cards. The Salvadoran
government's Central Election Council (CCE) rejected the OAS count, asserting that the real
number was less than 23,000. Nationalist Democratic Union secretary general Mario Aguinada told
reporters that Mirna Benavides, a UDN candidate for the national legislature, was shot and injured
by ARENA activists at the Flor Blanca stadium in San Salvador. Aguinada said that Benavides lost
an eye as a result of the shooting. March 8: Democratic Convergence spokespersons reported that
the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) had requested that the Election Council
remove polling stations from three towns in Usulutan department by 10:00 a.m. March 9. The
rebels said the polling stations would be destroyed if officials fail to remove them. March 9: The
FMLN declared a three-day truce beginning Saturday to facilitate the vote, an unprecedented
move which rebel leaders attributed to participation of opposition parties in the election. Excluded
from the rebel truce were 31 towns located in areas under FMLN control in northern and eastern
El Salvador. The rebels said Election Council officials would not be permitted to set up voting
booths in these areas, but that local residents were free to travel outside of the rebel-controlled
areas to vote. The National Assembly voted 49 to 11 to approve an electoral reform that would
permit about 70,000 citizens who have yet to receive voter ID cards to participate in the elections
by presenting other forms of identification at polling stations. [According to opposition leaders,
an estimated 300,000 eligible voters will not be able to vote since they failed to register before
the deadline which ended in August 1990.] In a statement, the independent Salvadoran Human
Rights Commission (CDHES) accused the government and ARENA of creating an environment
of violence and repression as a backdrop to the elections. CDHES said that between Jan. 3 and
March 6, the end of the campaign period, soldiers and paramilitary groups were responsible for 31
assassinations of political opposition party members, and persons described as FMLN members
or collaborators. The Democratic Convergence has reported 70 assaults and acts of harassment
against members and supporters between Dec. 12 and March 6. March 10: In Santa Tecla, omission
of an opposition candidate's name from the ballot forced election officials to suspend municipal
elections until March 17. Voting for national legislators proceeded without complications. Military
sources reported that voting was temporarily suspended in Jucuaran and Concepcion Batres, La
Union department, result of clashes between the army and rebels which left seven rebels dead.
Several thousand residents of rebel-controlled territory in Chalatenango department walked up to
16 kilometers to vote in the department capital. ARENA party leaders claimed victory in legislative
and municipal elections. Armando Calderon Sol, the incumbent mayor of San Salvador and ARENA
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party president, said that preliminary returns showed that the party had retained its majority in the
national legislature, capturing at least 43 seats. Over half of the nation's 2.2 million registered voters
did not participate in the elections. March 11: Based on 91% of the vote, Election Council officials
announced that ARENA had 48.4% of the votes for national legislators; the Christian Democrats,
27%; the Democratic Convergence, 17%; and, the National Democratic Union, 4.13%. Christian
Democrats replaced ARENA mayors in three of the four major eastern capital cities: San Francisco
Gotera, Morazan, Usulutan and La Union. ARENA maintained control of the capital of San Miguel
department. Democratic Convergence candidates were elected mayor in Quezaltepeque and Ciudad
Arce, two important cities in La Libertad department. Democratic Convergence leader Ruben
Zamora told reporters that the coalition's objectives were met in the elections. He said the number
of opposition party legislators in the National Assembly will convert the legislature into a "real
tribunal," favoring progress in peace talks between the government and the FMLN. According to
Zamora, the coalition's second place showing in the capital city indicated that the left is an emerging
force in Salvadoran politics. FMLN diplomatic commission member Salvador Samayoa told the
Associated Press, "It is very probable that this was the last war-time election." Colombian Senator
Humberto Pelaez, president of the Latin American Parliament and an election observer, said that
certain defects of the Salvadoran electoral system caused great inconvenience during the elections.
US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher told reporters: "We view this election as a clear
and unequivocal sign that the Salvadoran people reject violence and seek to express themselves
politically through the democratic process." The Committee in Solidarity with the People of El
Salvador (CISPES) denounced the irregularities, intimidation, and fraud which characterized the
elections. CISPES said the elections were conducted against the backdrop of civil war, and that
opposition candidates were assassinated and victims of assault during the campaign. March 12: In
a communique, the Democratic Convergence said that the coalition may declare the vote invalid
due to fraud. According to the coalition, ballots marked in favor of Convergence candidates had
been found "literally thrown in the street." Convergence leader Ruben Zamora accused the Central
Elections Council of "deliberately causing a high degree of abstention." He said the council removed
5 to 15% of the names on voting rolls; changed polling places at the last minute; delayed the opening
of polls in Convergence strongholds; and, selectively announced preliminary returns from areas
characterized by low support for the coalition. Zamora said the Convergence would participate in
the final vote count of all ballots, scheduled for March 12. The fraud, he said, was coordinated by
ARENA. (Basic data from Salpress, 03/07/91; AP, 03/08-12/91; Notimex, 03/08/91, 03/10/91; AFP,
03/07-11/91; ACAN-EFE, 03/09-11/91; EFE, 03/09- 12/91)
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